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Our values are T.R.U.E.E ï Trustworthiness, Respect, Unity, 

Excellence and Enthusiasm 
 

Date of Issue: 4 July 2018 

 

Dates to remember: 

4 July           Y7/8 Technology at Tamatea Intermediate 9-12pm 

5 July           Electives programme 

                     Reports sent home with the students 

6 July           Electives programme 

                    Last day of term 2 

 

Save the Date: 

23 July       First day of term 3 

 

15-17 August  School camp in Wellington 

27 September Parent and staff information session, 1230-1330 Niall McCormack  

 

 

From the Principal, Rachel Huggins 

 

We are delighted to welcome Teaeki Salanoa to Room 1 from the 

Patoka Kindergarten and Sikalyah Pai to Room 2. 

 

We have enjoyed such a great term with a number of notable events 

for our students. In recap our students and staff have: 

¶ hosted two Kindergarten visits for our four year olds 

¶ offered a transition to school workshop for families of students 

beginning school this term and next term 

¶ enjoyed hockey lessons through Sports Hawkes Bay with Stefan  

¶ participated in the Rippa Rugby tournament 

¶ participated in the HB netball competition Y5-6 

¶ participated in the HB netball competition Y3-4 (through joining Havelock North 

Primary School) 

¶ participated in the HB hockey competition (through joining with Havelock North 

Primary School) 

¶ invited their parents to attend a Literacy Lunch event 

¶ been interviewed in Room 3 by a DOC reporter about their efforts in the regeneration 

of the kakabeak for the Hawkes Bay Today Lifestyle insert 

¶ worked on their Digiawards entries 
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Parent and Staff information session 

 

We are delighted to announce that Niall McCormack has offered to come to Patoka School at 

the end of term 3, 27 September, at 1230-1330. Mr McCormack, who has 23 years optometry 

experience and is the owner of Specsavers Hastings, is a renowned optometrist and can 

complete behavioural optometry assessments. His experience and the care of his reporting is 

a huge asset to families in the Hawkes Bay. He will be talking to us about ways we can help 

our students and can answer questions you may have about your childôs vision, and the way 

their eyes need to function to support their learning. He works closely with the Hawkes Bay 

Hospital and pediatricians through the Child Development Unit. This is a wonderful 

opportunity for our community and we encourage you to save this date.  

 

Literacy Lunch  

 

Thank you for the families who joined us for our first Literacy Lunch last week, it was a great 

opportunity to share with you the ways that we teach reading and writing across the school. 

Many thanks also to the P & F team who kindly organized and cooked the BBQ lunch 
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Term 2 Electives 

We will be holding our Electives programme on Thursday 5 July and Friday 6 July. Our 

purpose in introducing this programme is to encourage multi age learning and expose the 

students to different learning opportunities. This term the students have had the choice of: 

¶ An overnight hike with Mrs Lorentz into the Ruahine range 

¶ A physics workshop about chain reactions with Mrs Field 

¶ A candle and soap making workshop with Mrs Waldie-Smith and Miss Caroline 

¶ A photography workshop with Mrs Huggins 

¶ A drama workshop with Miss Bough 

Yesterday Mrs Lorentz did a gear check with her hiking group and here are some hilarious 

shots of the students testing the waterproof nature of their outer layers. They also tasted their 

breakfast porridge and cooked it over a portable burner. 
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Parents and Friends 

We are so delighted by our new netball 

uniforms that the P & F have purchased for 

our students, they look so professional, on 

the back it says Patoka School. We are also 

going to order another set of new Patoka 

sports shirts, so we can continue to 

represent our school proudly.  

 

 

School vegetable garden 

Last week Mrs Field and Mrs Lorentz met with Billie Herries to discuss ways to utilise our 

amazing vegetable garden space for our students. They came up with some wonderful plans 

to see our students using this space in the warmer months. If anyone can help us with two 

requests at the beginning of term 3, we would be really grateful for: 

¶ Some sheep manure to add to the soil as fertiliser 

¶ 1 wooden apple bin  

Please email Madelene Field if you can help, madelene@patoka.school.nz 

 

Windows improvement project 

We are pleased to announce the near completion of the windows upgrade work in the 

administration block of the school. This now means that our entire school is double glazed 

with aluminium joinery. The work was paid for jointly by the Ministry of Education property 

funding, and the BOT contributed $5629.33. The window project was brought forward from 

the projected 2020 schedule to reduce the maintenance costs through repainting the exterior 

windows which was desperately needed. 
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BOT News 

Separate to this newsletter, is a letter from Paul Grundy updating the community on the 

statutory intervention process with the Ministry of Education. 

As we review the strategic plan the BOT seek your feedback on how you would like us to 

spend reserve funds, and the goals to set for our future. If you would like to add your 

thoughts please email the BOT via Jane Waldie-Smith at office@patoka.school.nz, or write 

your ideas and send it on paper to the BOT via Jane Waldie-Smith in the school office.  

 

Community Notices 

 

There is a free parenting magazine, Tots to Teens, is available to you all by 

clicking on this link. Schools across the North Island have been asked to share this 

resource with our families.  

 https://readymag.com/TOTSTOTEENS/NorthIslandSouth/ 
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