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Our values are T.R.U.E.E – Trustworthiness, Respect, Unity, 

Excellence and Enthusiasm 
 

Date of Issue: 14 March 2018 

 

Dates to remember: 

 

14 March        Y7/8 Technology at Tamatea Intermediate 9-12pm 

15 March         Y7/8 immunisations 

19 March         Bus warden training at school 

22 March         Softball lessons for each class, 9-11am 

23 March         Room 3 field trip 

 

Save the Date: 

28 March        Y7/8 Technology at Tamatea Intermediate 9-12pm 

29 March        Softball lessons for each class, 9-11am 

30 March        Good Friday, school closed 

2 April            Easter Monday, school closed 

3 April            Easter Tuesday, school closed 

5 April            Softball lessons for each class, 9-11am 

10 April          Softball lessons for each class, 9-11am 

11 April          Y7/8 Technology at Tamatea Intermediate 9-12pm 

12 April          Softball lessons for each class, 9-11am 

13 April         ANZAC schools’ceremony whole school traveling to Taradale 

 

 

From the Principal, Rachel Huggins 

 

Beach Fives 

 

It was an incredibly beautiful day yesterday at Ocean Beach and our eight students 

represented the school so proudly. Our team included Lexie Carswell, Khan Cracknell, 

Lochie Dinneen, Luke Herries, Ioane Talia, Taburimai Talia, Thomas Turner and Stephen 

Waldie-Smith. They displayed team spirit, collaboration, fair play and confidence as they 

played six games against a variety of school teams. A huge thanks to Deb Turner and Kate 

Cracknell for accompanying us, we all agree our Patoka team played hard! 
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P& F (Parents and Friends) 

 

I wish to acknowledge the many years of service offered to the school by Michelle Carswell 

as President and Kelly Dinneen as Secretary. They have both displayed passion and 

dedication to the school and we are grateful for their huge contributions.  

 

Lauren Percy will continue in her position as Treasurer.  

 

At the next AGM the positions of President and Secretary are to be filled. If you have interest 

in serving the school in either of these roles, please make sure that you attend the AGM and 

register your interest. New members are welcome to join at anytime and we encourage you to 

get involved with the fundraising and school event organization that makes Patoka School so 

special. 

 

The AGM details are: 

 

¶ Monday 19th March @ 1.30pm  

¶ At Michelle's house - 4386 Puketitiri Road  

¶ Light lunch provided 

 

 

EPro8 Competition 

 

Last week our Year 7/8 team competed in the final Hawkes Bay competition at Tamatea 

Intermediate. Mrs. Lorentz reported that the team were focused, determined and never gave 

up against a tough competition, they came in fourth which is a stunning effort. 

Congratulations to our team : Alyse Lynam, Khan Cracknell, Taburimai Talia and Kane 

MacDonald. 

 

Tough Kids 

Well our kids were certainly tough and we thank those of you who were able to take your 

children to participate in this wet and wild event. 
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Kindergarten children visit 

 

We were delighted to host another Kindergarten visit for our four-year olds and can see that 

with each visit the children are feeling more and more comfortable in the school environment 

and develop a stronger relationship with Mrs. Field.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Swimming 

We have decided this week to end our swimming lessons, as the temperature has dropped so 

quickly. The children no longer need to bring their togas and towels. We were really pleased 

with the lessons that we were able to go ahead with, and the Patoka Community Pool is a 

beautiful venue to have our students learn swimming. We are delighted to have worked with 

Danni as our swim coach for Rooms 1 and 2.  

 

She wrote a little note to all our students today: 

 

“It has been a pleasure to work alongside all the teachers and kids out at Patoka School.” 

-Danielle, Clive Pools.  
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Inquiry learning focus 

Each class has begun their new units of inquiry and I have given you below the inquiry cycle 

that we follow, it is based on the work of Kath Murdoch. The questions under each heading 

are used by the teachers to structure the learning and to guide the students. The students in 

each class are beginning their environmental protection unit, each class with a different focus, 

at the tuning in stage, and the teachers are giving the children experiences and ideas that start 

the students wondering and thinking about their questions.  

The Inquiry Cycle: 

Tuning In:  
What do I know? What experience do I have with this topic? What do I want to know? What am I 

wondering? What are my questions? What am I feeling? What ideas am I interested in? 

 

 

Finding Out:  
Where might I go to find out more information? What resources might I use? What keywords could I 

use in my searches? Where can I find different points of view? What can I do to learn more? How do 

I know if my resources are good?  

 

 

Sorting Out: 
How can I sort out the information I have found? What information helps me answer my questions? 

What keywords help me make sense of the information? How is it connected to what I know? What 

are my questions now? How have they changed? What changes do I need to make to my inquiry? 

How are my ideas changing? 

 

 

Going Further: 
What information do I wish to share? Who will be my audience? Are all my questions answered? 

Have I considered the different points of view? Have I found enough information? How can I plan to 

show the connections I have made? How do I want to show what I have learned? What am I feeling 

about what I have learned? 

 

 

Making conclusions: 
What do I know and understand about the big idea and the concept? Have I shared what I have 

learned with others effectively? Did I answer all my questions? What am I going to do with what I 

have learned? What would I do differently? What do I feel about the way I shared my learning? How 

do I feel about what others thought? 

  

 

 

Taking Action:  
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How can what I have learned help me in my life or help others? How can I improve my learning? 

How did I learn best? How am I going to take action to improve my learning? How am I going to use 

what I learned to make a difference? How will my actions affect others? What was the highlight of 

this inquiry? How have my feelings changed throughout this inquiry process? From what I learned, 

what do I feel most passionate about?  

 

Medicine 

If you are sending medication to school for your child (for examples antibiotics), please 

ensure that your child gives it to their teacher and that an adult is able to supervise them 

taking this. This process helps us to work with you to provide the right supervision at times 

when children need medication.  

 

Elective planning 

At the end of the term we have decided to trial an electives programme. This will involve the 

students choosing workshops on a particular theme as a change from the usual style of our 

classes. We aim to explore aspects of sport, the Arts, cooking, crafts and hobbies to widen the 

student’s learning opportunities. We expect that the group sizes will be smaller than a class if 

we can have enough adults leading. At this stage we are still working out the exact dates and 

times of the elective classes. We would love parents to join us in teaching electives. If the 

process goes well, we may be able to introduce this structure into other terms. Please let me 

know if you would like to join us and help take a small group.  

 

EOTC- Education Outside the Classroom 

Thanks to the parents who have given us feedback, due to the very small number of 

comments made, I would like to extend the period of feedback until the end of March.  

We would like to invite you to give us your feedback on the way that the school offers EOTC 

opportunities to the students. In previous years there have been offered: 

¶ Room 3 outdoor challenge camps 

¶ Whole school ski camps 

¶ Whole school marae visits 

The staff have considered a range of new opportunities including overnight stays at local 

attractions, camps to new venues and Y7/8 students attending Leadership events.  

It would be very helpful for us to hear from you about the trips that you have felt were 

positive in the past, other ideas you would like us to consider, and the benefits you have seen 

in your children for the previous trips.  

Please email or write to me with your thoughts. 
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Community Notices 

  

P and F Bank account - My apologies!, I left a digit off our bank account in the last 

newsletter.  

Our account is; 01-0646-0246157-00  (Please use this account if paying for pie orders etc via 

internet).  

Many Thanks  

P and F  

  

  

  

WANTED -  OLD HESSIAN WOOLPACKS PLEASE.  

  

Please contact SHIRLEY SIMMONS – 8450446 if you have any you don’t want.  

Thanks,  

Shirley Simmons.  

 


